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An interview with Helen Keller
1. What is your full name?
My name is Helen Keller
2. When and where were you born? 
My date of birth was June 27, 1880. I was born in Tuscumbia. Tuscumbia is a small town in northern Alabama.
3. What was a pivotal time, or life-changing event or time period in your life?  (What years and what event?)  In other words, was there something you did or something that happened to you that changed your life in important ways?
	The pivotal time in my life is the one on which my teacher, Ann Mansfield, came to visit see me in the year 1887. Her visit had a lot of impact in my life because I am truly filled with wonder when I reflect on the immeasurable difference between the two lives that it connects.

4. What happened?
	Something very important happened. On that wonderful pivotal day in my life, I stood on the porch, expectant. I suspected vaguely from the signals my mother gave and from the arrangements in the house that something new was about to take place. I moved out of the house and eagerly waited on the stairs. As I waited for the unusual to happen, my figures lingered on the familiar leaves and blossoms. Al this time, I was still unaware of what the future held for me. 
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	Within no minutes, I heard approaching footsteps. It was my teacher who came to teach all things and to love me. Within no minutes, I left the house eager to learn. Everything had a name and every name revealed a new thought for me. I leant several things on that same day. Some of the things I learnt included, mother, father, sister and teacher. These words made the world blossom for me and I will never forget that day that changed my life forever!
5. How did it change your life – in other words, what was life like before that period, and how was it different afterwards?
	In that year 1887, it was a life encounter that suddenly awoken my soul. I did nothing but used my hands to learn many name of objects that I came touched. This made me happy and confident that grew my sense of kinship with the entire world. Before this period, my life was completely in darkness. I did not know what the world holds for me and I was completely discouraged with my life.
6. What world events had the most impact on you while you were growing up? 
	The preparation for Christmas was always a delight to me when I was growing up. Although I did not know what it meant, but I enjoyed the nice smell that filled the house and the tidbits that were given to Martha Washington and me to make us silent.
7. Did any of them personally affect your family?
No, I only felt and learnt how important it was to be together during such events like Christmas day celebrations.
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8. Who were your childhood heroes?
My childhood heroes were my parents and the teacher.
9. What were your favorite past times as a child and teenager?  As a young adult?
	The most favorable past times was when as a child, I showed many signs of an eager, self-asserting disposition. I was eager to know many things that I saw people doing and I wanted to copy them. As a young adult, I liked flowers called butterfly lilies much because their fragile petals were the same as butterflies' wings. But the roses were loveliest of all. 
10. What were your favorite songs and music?
I am part and parcel of music. I love music because music inspires and teaches a lot of things. My favorite song was brief spring, musical with the song of robin and mocking-bird.
11. Was your religion growing up important to you and the adult you became?  
	Yes, it was very important to me because it helped shape my life in the right direction by instilling good morals and values in me.
12. Did your family have special traditions?
	Yes. According to our tradition, the first baby in the family was not to be lightly named, everyone was emphatic about that. 
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	When I was born, my father wanted me to be named Mildred Campbell, one ancestor whom he greatly esteemed, and he refused to take any more part in the discussion. My mother saved the situation by giving it as her wish that I should be named after her mother, whose maiden name was Helen Everett. But in the excitement of carrying me to church my father lost the name on the way, very naturally, since it was one in which he had declined to have a part. When the minister requested him for it, he just remembered that it had been decided to call me after my grandmother, and he provided her name as Helen Adams.
13. How is the world today different from what it was like when you were a child?
	The world has changed in many ways. Long time ago when I was a child many people did not really value education. But that is now different and education has become very important to the society. Many people had negative opinion about me as they thought people like us would not make it in life. They discriminated upon me but I stood strong with my dreams and desires. People’s perception about me have since dramatically changed and they no longer portray me in the same picture in which they used long time ago.
14. How did/do you earn a living, and how did you choose it?
	I earn a living by writing books. For example, The Story of My Life has generated some income for me. I have also been a lecturer and political activist. I chose these careers out of passion and the potential I have.
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15. Of what accomplishments are you the most proud?
	The accomplishments I am proud of are the successful advocating for human rights as a former political activist. As a lecturer, I also prepared many students in their careers. My book has also inspired many people who have read it and use it to change their lives.
16. What is the one thing you most want people to remember about you?
	The one thing I want people to remember me about is profession as political activist who fought hard for the rights of people.
17. Did you support or oppose an event in the United States?  How did you express your political opinions?
	Yes I opposed practice of racial discrimination in the US. I expressed my political opinion by organizing and staging street protests to let the government address the issue.
18. Did you participate in, or do you have any memories of any of the movements that came out of the 1950s, '60s, and '70s, such as one of the civil rights movements, the women's movement, or another movement?
Yes I participated and have memories of civil rights movements that came out in 1950s, 60s and 70s. 
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19. If the interviewee belongs to a group that has traditionally been discriminated against: what were you told, both positive and negative, about your group inside your family? Outside? Did you experience discrimination? Who were your role models?
The interviewee does not belong to a group that has traditionally been discriminated.
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